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| L. ° ~ " \j i i . ’ ’ , 
“Loca GoveRNMENT (IRELAND) Biuz,” ann Locar 2 Vety Oficer. application for the removal of 


VETERINARY Inspr ; —— , 
CTORS. Having these matters in view—the uncertain tenure 


In Ireland the Board of Guardians is the Local | of office: the absence of any defined assurance that 
Authority. There are at present about 160 Local | their case will be considered, and dealt with on the 
Authorities but some employ the same veterinary , Same lines as some other Officers of the Board of 
inspector, so that there are about 86 members of the Guardians: that if removed they will be pensioned 
RC.V.S. acting for the Local Authorities. and so on; steps have been taken to form a Defence 

By section 6 of the ‘ Local Government (Ireland) | Department by one of the Veterinary Medical Societies, 
Bill’ itis proposed to transfer to the Council of each but unfortunately through the apathy of the Veteri- 
County the business of the Guardians as local authori- nary Profession in Ireland, the movement has not 
ties under the ‘‘ Diseases of Animals Act.” 'met with very active response. The work done has 

There are 32 Counties in Ireland, but by reference | undoubtedly been of some service, but unless more 
to the Bill it appears that there will be six County | energy is shown and funds are forthcoming to meet 
Boroughs, and it is probable that some Counties will | the expenses which are growing, it will become neces- 
be divided into two Ridings: consequently there will | sary to discontinue the action thought so desirable. 
be about 40 Local Authorities. | It will then be too late for those practitioners who do 

It is a question of considerable importance to the | not support the movement to cry aloud that their 
L. A. Vety. Inspectors as to whether they will, or will | ‘‘ occupation is gone.” 
not, have their services dispensed with under the new| If at any time the necessity for unity was more 
Bill. The question arises as to how the 86 existing pronounced than at another, it is now, when tlhe 
vety. inspectors are to continue to be employed in the | interests of a large section of Irish practitioners are 
service of the 40 new Local Authorities. threatened with extinction. 

If we refer to a map showing the position of the 
areas controlled by the present Local authorities it| , ; 
wll bo found that some aon two o> even more Count, Ths fist representative acutally, extrs 
. . wy. ie he Vi } SS1¢ rs) 
_ also that some Counties (such as Cork) have 17; | Fulaootiente is the Cattle Diseases Committee of the 
while Donegal has 8, Galway 10, and Tipperary 9 | Gentral Chamber of Agriculture. In reference to the 
Local Authorities, respectively. | proposed use of tuberculin with the object of reducing 

If the services of any of these gentlemen are to be | the disease, the Committee remark : “A too sanguine 
dispensed with there does not at present appear to be | view is taken of this arrangement. It is difficult to 
any provision made in the Bill which would meet | understand what inducement farmers generatly would 
their case. The Bill indicates (section 72) that | have to submit their herds to a test which might result 

crit . : in a large proportion of the animals being condemned and 
some provision is made for certain officers who probably | slaughtered without compensation.” 
will be handed over to the new authority, or whose | As regards compensation for confiscated carcases, the 
services may be dispensed with : and in the Schedule | committee cordially endorse the recommendation of the 
(No. 7, Part ii) reference is made to Section 120 of minority of the Commissioners, except that they demur 
the Local Government Act of 1888, which regulates | to the suggestion that payment of compensation should 
the manner in which an officer declared to be en- | . — eae = rates, = a4 = 
: q 4 : : ; . | Snoula be repal rom mperia unds. 1e haintvaih 
titled to consideration shall obtain that consideration : | rr yoann oh pl said from Imperial funds 
and if not to his satisfaction, how he may appeal. | only. With respect to the compulsory notification of 
In the Rt. Hon. Mr. Balfour’s speech on introducing | every disease of the udder of cows, the Committee con 
the Bill the following words are said to have been used, | sider that the proposals would not be found practically 
after referring to the case of Secretaries of Grand | workable unless compensation were paid for all animals 


Juries, and Surveyors, and Assistant Surveyors :— | slaughtered, while they would impose serious loss upon 
| dairy farmers. In conclusion, the Committee say 


‘And the Officers appointed by the Board of Guardians | “they consider that the failure of the Commissioners to 
tet eeee will be subject to the same tenure as at present.” | dea] satisfactorily with the fundamental question of com 


wr ’ snsation affects ir rec »ndation as a whole and 
> L. A. Vety. | pensation affects their recommen 
What is the present tenure of the L. A y | Soliees dian taneemaieetiie. 


Inspectors ? There does not appear to be any | A leading agricultural paper, The Live Stock Journal, 
uniform system of payment. In some cases payment | oonsiders that compensation is necessary if any useful 
is made by fees: in others, by annual salaries ; 10 | and practical success is to follow legislation on the report 
some cases the office is put up annually: in other | of the Royal Commission. It says : 7 here is a minority 
cases the inspectors have continued in their service | memorandum to the report of the Royal ene se 
for many years—even 16 and upwards. Their removal | : ovens ee —— iy p Meeiay cose 
j ; . ; owners of confiscated carcases. f a sal; 
- sassont to the approval of the Lord ones ' hesn inmemmeeaaed in the chief report that document 
on it may be acknowledged that on occasions fic- would have been of a more practical and useful character 
titious reasons have been urged by members of the | than it is.” 


THE RoyaL ComMISson oN TUBERCULOSIS. 
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GLANDERS IN GLASGOW. 


Professor M’Call, in his quarterly report to the Local 
Authority of Glasgow, under the Diseases of Animals 
Act, 1894, says: During the quarter there have been 
seven separate centres of glanders dealt with, and 111 
horses removed, slaughtered, and post-mortemed under 
licence of your Local Authority. Not more than a dozen 
of the slaughtered animals presented during life clinical 
symptoms of glanders, and the bulk of those slaughtered 
were old and worn-out. During the past three months 
only three new centres were dealt with, and only impli- 
cated one horse in each centre, so that glanders is not 
spreading within the jurisdiction of the Local Authority 
of Glasgow : and if the Board of Agriculture would only 
allow the Local Authority to use “mallein” in the way, 
and to the extent, they desire, and have so fully and 
frequently explained (both in writing and by deputation), 
the disease, if not eradicated, could at least be reduced 
to that extent as to cause neither Local Authority nor 
stock proprietors more than a passing thought. 

The returns further show that between 12th March and 
2nd April twenty-one horses from the stables of the 
Glasgow Tramway and Omnibus Company, situated in 
different parts of the city, had been killed, and the regula- 
tions of the Local Authority carried out ; and further, 
that the supposed existence of glanders having been re- 
ported by the owners, and the horses killed by order of 
the Local Authority, the sum of £2 falls to be paid for 
each horse. 








CASES AND ARTICLES. 


A NEW AND SIMPLE ASPIRATOR FOR 
VETERINARY PURPOSES. 


The Aspirator consists of a tap with rubber cork 
to fit an ordinary wine bottle, the aspirating needle 
is connected to the tap by means of a rubber tube. 











The aspirator is also fitted with a milk tube, and 
can be used as an exhauster in mammitis of the cow, 
it easily removes all the milk and clots from the 
udder, which is very difficult to do in the ordinary 
way owing to the tenderness of the gland and the 
restlessness of this animal. 

To use the instrument—obtain an ordinary wine 
bottle, place in it about two or three drachms of 
ether sulph. meth., put in the cork with the tap open, 


then hold the bottle in a bucket of hot water, in a 
minute or two the ether begins to boil, expelling all 
the air from the bottle. | When nearly all the ether 
has gone, withdraw the bottle from the hot water, 
close the tap, allow the bottle to cool and then 
plunge it into cold water. There is now a vacuum 
in the bottle. | The needle and rubber tube are now 
connected to the tap. After the needle has been 
inserted into the subject the tap should be only 
opened slowly at first as the suction is very great. 
The advantages of this instrument are :— 


(1.) It is simple in construction and cdnnot get 
out of order as the ordinary complicated aspirators. 
(2.) It is light to carry, bottles to fit the instrument 
can be obtained at any house. (3.) The cost is little 
as compared with otheraspirators. (4.) It can be 
used as an exhauster in mammitis of a cow. The 
clots of milk pass easily from the gland into the bottle. 

It is made by Messrs. Arnold and Sons, London. 
Llangollen. Rosert Puart, M.R8.¢.y.s. 








| SHOULDER LAMENESS—TWO CASES. 


| By W. E. Taynor, M.R.C.V.S. 





As a good deal of interest has lately been shown in 
reference to this kind of lameness I send you photo- 
graphs of two cases with some notes thereon. 

Case I was a grey gelding, 6 years old and 16 
hands high. On December 23rd, 1897, he was at 
work in an omnibus. Passing along the Euston 
Road he slipped and fell heavily on the near side. 
; On being got up he was found to be very lame and 
| with some difficulty was walked to his stable, where I 
saw him next morning. 

The horse was excessively lame and could not put 
his foot to the ground. There was a considerable 
amount of swelling all round the point of the shoulder 
| and great pain was evidenced both on pressure and on 
‘any attempt at movement. I thought at first that 
the humerus was fractured but careful examination 
gave no evidence of this lesion so 1 made a diagnosis 
of injury—bruising and possibly sprain—-to the flexor 
brachii muscle and tendon. 

The horse was put in slings and warm fomentation 
applied almost continuously. Anodynes were given 
fora day or two. Gradually the fomentations were 
decreased and weak stimulating liniment rubbed into 
the swollen parts. The horse remained in the slings 
for a rhonth, the swelling round the point of the 
shoulder was diffuse and painful, the limb remained 
flexed and the toe resting on the ground. When re- 
moved from the slings he could only hop a few yards 
on three legs, the injured limb could notbe advanced 
and the toe was dragged along the ground. 

A cantharidine blister was then applied to the 
swollen shoulder, but, three weeks afterwards, had 
done no apparent good. He was removed in a float 
to my sick-horse stable and there again blistered. 
Later he was put in a large loose box so that be 
might move about and promote restoration of action 
to the ivjured parts. 

By the middle of March some improvement in the 
position of the limb was noticeable as the horse woul 
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at times stand on the foot, though his usual position 
was that shown in the photograph. The knee was 
bent, the toe resting on the ground, but the foot was 
always just behind the level of the sound foot. When 
led out the horse walked with difficulty, but weight 
was placed upon the injured leg. The distinctive 
symptom was inability to bring the leg forward and 
dragging of the toe. This was particularly observ- | 
able when coming out or going into the box, where a | 
step three inches high proved a great obstacle. The 
swelling round the point of the shoulder was firm and 
hard to the touch, not very sensitive. 





The muscles | 


above were slightly wasted giving a flat appearance | 


to the shoulder when viewed from the front. | 
At the end of April the swelling around the | 
shoulder remained about the same. The horse could 
stand fairly well on the leg for a time but preferred | 
the position shown in the photograph. Movement | 
was still difficult even at a walk, and an attempt to | 


CASE II. | 














trot was so impossible I decided that economy was 
best served by slaughter. The horse was killed on | 
May 3rd and the accompanying photograph was taken | 
the same day. As a contrast to the position here | 
shown [ had a photo taken of another horse. The | 
similarities and ditferences are interesting. 
Case 11. This is a grey gelding, 5 years old, which 
was walked out of the yard on April 27th to be put in 
an omnibus about 300 yards away. The horse 1s @| 
high-couraged nervous animal, and the roadway 
smooth and slippery. The coachman says the horse 
Was put in all right but immediately after starting 


| inflammatory effusion. 
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slipped and jumped into his collar with a bound. He 
only went a few yards farther when the coachman 
pulled up as he thought the horse must have a broken 
leg, he was so lame. With very great difticulty he 
was led back to the yard and attended by my assist- 
ant, Mr. Brown, M.R.C.V.S. 

Diagnosis. — Fractured first rib. 

This horse never fell, the other did. In this case 
the dropping of the elbow is very manifest, no weight 
is placed upon the limb—powerlessness and not pain 


/is the marked characteristic. 


I hope to refer to this case again. Meantime | 
add notes of the post-mortem appearances of 
Cause 
Under the skin was a aniform layer of organised 
fibrous material. The muscular tissue around was 
all light in colour and infiltrated with this pak 
yellow fibrous substance. Especially was this the 
case with the portion of the levator humeri lying over 
CASE I. 





the point of the shoulder and with the lower part of 


: mn oe . ’ . ‘ 
the antea-spinata muscle. Che deror-brachii through 


out its muscular extent was pale in colour and hard 
in texture: the outer surface of its tendinous portion 
presented no abnormal appearance save that it was 


| adherent to all the tissue around by the hardened 


On dividing the muscle and 
reflecting the tendon upwards the bursa was found 
to contain bloody coloured synovia. The synovial 
membrane was raged, thickened, and blood stained. 
The outer lip of the trochlear showed a necrosed 
patch about the size of a sixpence. The scapulo- 
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humeral articulation presented no abnormal appear- 
ance. This is clearly a case of what Moller, accord- 


‘ ing to Mr. Dollar’s most useful translation, calls 


bursitis inter-tubercularis and the drawing on page 
452 of his book well represents the position of the 
horse in the earlier and more acute stage. 





BILIARY FEVER AT THE CAPE. 
By W. Newman, M.R.C.V.S. 





The following account of an outbreak of biliary 
fever, which I have met with out here is written 


symptoms, 4 died, in no case less than 17 days from 
the first symptoms being noticed, and as long as six 
weeks after. Twelve cases recovered quickly, although 
they are in poor condition; the remaining five took 
some little time. In every case I am of opinion that 
had really good food been obtainable I should have 
had much better results, as all the animals eating 
freely, which they were obliged to be encouraged to 
do, shewed signs of indigestion. The nature of 
the food rendered it necessary for them toJ/eat large 
quantities. 

Post-mortem. Stomach extremely full of food, one 
animal having as much in his stomach as he had 





In 21 cases every animal recovered from acute 


under the many difficulties of camping out (not of | : 
the comfortable nature of that experienced up the | eaten during his last 48 hours of life. Ccum and 
Thames last year)—my canvass house being 7 feet | colon full of excrement of a loose character, slightly 


long and 23 feet high, so kindly excuse any short- 
comings. 
Brurary Fever. 

Causes. Very little is known, but it is generally 
put down to change of veldt (grass), horses being 
brought or taken from one part of the colony and 
taken a greater or less distance to another part and 


and kept there. This my little experience goes to | 


prove, as two troops, 60 on one occasion and 22 on 
another, being brought here from about 300 miles 
away, and in both troops about 25 per cent. have 
had the disease, no other animals—there being 
about 150 others here—taking it in any way. 
Symptoms. Extreme lassitude is generally noticed 
by the rider, and on examination all the visible 
membranes are yellow, especially of the eye, and in 
some any white skin is yellow, membrane lining 
mouth coloured invariably. Temperature 104 or 5 
or may be 6 or 7; increased pulse 60 to 70, or even 
90; respirations are quickened, and appetite im- 
paired, and considerable thirst. The bowels are 
slightly constipated, and the motions of a decided 
yellow colour. The urine is a bright clear yellow. 
The eyes after the first day have a very sunken 


appearance. As the disease progresses animal loses | 


flesh rapidly, more especially in severe cases. The 
animal quickly tires of one kind of food, and as there 
are only two sorts to be procured this is a great draw- 
back. In severe cases abdominal pain is shewn con- 


tinuously, but is not of a very severe character. The | ¢ 


animal recovers in a fairly rapid manner after a few 
days if one considers the food, which is principally 
grass, and in this particular place of rather inferior 
character. 

Treatment consisted mainly in giving balls made 
of the following, three times daily: RK ammon. chlor. 
5iv, quin. sulph. 51, massa q-s., and in 
cases when abdominal pain was shewn ext. bella- 
donna 5ss. was added to above ; one or two ounces of 
mag. sulp. was given daily if possible in drinking 
water, but as most of the animals would not drink 
from a bucket they had to be drenched. Every food 
obtainable was tried with them, and they were kept 
as comfortable as possible. They were all led out 
for two or three hours daily, both as exercise and in 
order that they might feed ; many animals that would 
not feed in the stable would eat outside on the 
veldt for the whole time they were out. Grass was 
the main article of diet. 


/more so than in health. The liver in patches was of 
a decided whiting appearance ; kidneys were healthy, 
|spleen healthy, lungs extremely yellow. Every 
‘animal which died, was at the time of death an 
| absolute skeleton. 

| Hd. Qrs. Cape Mounted Rifles. 
Umtata, Cape Colony. 








NEW ASPIRATOR AND INJECTOR. 





Messrs. Arnold & Sons, London, have just com- 
pleted a new “ Aspirator and Injector’’ at my design 
and as used by me in operating for the removal of 
** Bog Spavin”’ and distension of any joint with ex- 
cess of ‘‘ Synovia.”’ 
| I have had great success with this operation all 
/over Scotland, where ‘ Bog Spavin’’ is very preva- 
lent. The description of the operation is as follows : 


Bp | 











First, charge the small 
syringe with the liquid you 
intend to inject into the 
hock, then withdraw the 
fluid from the hock by punc- 
turing the joint with a Tro- 
car and Cannula, and fitting 
the nozzle of aspirator into 
cannula and ejecting out at 
side of syringe through an 
indiarubber tube into a dish 
containing water, so that 
no air gets back into syringe, 
after sucking all the fluid 
out, then close the side tap 
and inject fluid into joint. 

Where this instrument is 
advantageous over any other, 
in my opinion is in the fact 
that the whole operation is 
performed without the ad- 
mission of any air, prac- 
tically speaking. 

James G. Dans, M.R.C.V.S. 
Bishop-Auckland. 














(‘This note from Mr. Deans would have been of more 
value had he given some details of the operation—especially 
as to “‘ the liquid you intend to inject into the hock.”’— Ep. 
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THE £ s. p. OF THE PROFESSION. 
By Gero. Upron. 


Having lately been talking to several veterinary 
surgeons on this subject, I thought a few remarks 
concerning this would be interesting to your readers, 
so will just have a peep at the working of country 
veterinary practices. 

Taking the average earnings of the country veter- 
inary surgeon at £300 gross, and really it seems as 
if this is about as much as he can put on his books. 
It comes out as follows : 


£ s. d. 

Keep of Horse and Pony 50 0 0 

Lad at 10s. per week 2 0 0 

‘Shoeing 30 0 

Repairs of Harness, Trap, etc., and licenses 122 0 0 

Drugs, Instruments, ete. 20 0 0 
Stamps, Telegrams, Gratuities, and sundry 

incidental expenses 15 0 0 

Rent of Infirmary Stables, etc. 10 0 0 

Bad and Doubtful Debts 30 0 0 

Depreciation in Value 20 0 0 

180 0 0O 

300 0 0 


Net. 120 0 0 

His net income, therefore, is just about as much as 
an ordinary mechanic, for which he has to give 
twelve month’s credit. How is he to keep up his dig- 
nity without he combines his professional work with 
some other calling ? 

lf a man cares to practice veterinary work and lose 
money, well and good providing he has a private in- 
come ; if he has not and exceeds his income, sooner 
or later he must figure in the bankruptcy court, 
which I should scarcely say increases his dignity, and 
if man was intended to live by the sweat of his brow, 
surely lke was never intended to work hard and then 
lose money. It seems to me no man can improve his 
social position very much unless he improves his 
financial position at the same time. 

We will take the same amount of money invested 
in trade which it costs to qualify and get a business 
in good going order. 

£600 invested in Co-Operative Societies and sold 

as Groceries yields net £200 per annum. 
Haberdashery ,, £220 ,, - 
Meat » ae «= - 

I could quote other instances, and surely parents 
and guardians ought to well look at this when reckon- 
ing up the # s. d. of veterinary work. 

Personally, I am not in favour of reducing the 
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| One answer to this may be, Decrease the outputs. 
| If we do this quacks only spring up to take our 
| places. 
| 
| Another, Increase the fees. If we do this clients 
| only employ us in very bad cases which mostly turn 
out unsatisfactory and damage our reputation. 
Another, Go wider for your practice. If we do this 
what can we charge at the end of eight or nine miles 
|to pay us? And another thing when one is so far 
| away he often loses cases at home which would pay 
| better. 
| _ The only thing to do is to combine veterinary prac- 
| tice with some other business, and that is what the 
| profession seems as if it must come to. 


| 


| KLECTION ADDRESSES. 


| 

| To the Fellows and Members of 

| The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
| GENTLEMEN, 

| For the past eight years I have had the honour of 
being one of your representatives on the Council, and 
trust that my record of attendances will show the 
interest taken and manner the important duties in- 
trusted to me have been carried out. 

I have again the honour to be the nominee of The 
Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society. 

In again asking for your vote and confidence and 
of re-election it will be my earnest desire to support 
any measure that will promote the interests and ad- 
vancement of our profession..—I am gentlemen, your 
obedient servant, 

A. W. Mason. 

Grafton House, Leeds. 

May 16th, 1898. 


To the Fellows and Members of 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
GENTLEMEN, 

The term of years for which you elected me to the 
Council having expired, I beg respectfully to submit 
myself once more for your suffrage. 

Should you again elect me, | shall endeavour faith- 
fully to fulfil the duties of my office and to act loyally 
with my colleagues in promoting any measure to ad- 
vance the best interests of the veterinary profession. 

In the past I have been privileged to assist in more 
than one movement (such as that for an improved 
matriculation examination) which has received your 





length of study. I would rather see another year's | 


approval, and recently had the good fortune to be 














¢redit in his veterinary work. 


<ourse upon practical farriery, hotel keeping, livery | closely associated with obtaining that amendment of 


stable management, farming, or anything which | the Public Health (Scotland) Bill which, in conse- 
would ensure a man a crust—the diploma of the | quence of the strenuous and united efforts of the 
Royal College only appears to be half a one—and put- | whole profession, has happily become law. _By the 
ting all joking on one side it seems just as essential | passage of this amendment the employment of veteri- 
for a veterinary surgeon in the country to have an nary surgeons in the inspection of living animals and 
hotel as a London practitioner a forge. He might of carcases intended for human consumption is, for 
then add C.B. (commander of the bar) after his name, the first time, made compulsory. 

and not only that a hotel reduces his horse and groom Against unqualified practitioners [ have always 
expenses but being a cash business helps him to give urged the need of stringent measures, while en- 
| deavouring to obtain the fairest hearing for any 
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member of the profession who may erroneously or 
unjustly be accused. 

During the term of office now about to close I 
have attended 43 Council and 68 Committee meet- 
ings, which I trust you will accept as sufficiently in- 
dicative of attention to the pledges I gave when 
elected. 

Although more than once urged tv do so, I have 
abstained from asking the assistance of any Society, 
even of that of which | am President, preferring to 
come before you simply as a practitioner, and urging 
as my chief claim to your support a keen interest in 
the welfare of the professfon which, whether within 
or without the Council, I shall always seek to defend 
and further.—I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 


your obedient servant, 
Jno. A. W. Dotxar, 


56 New Bond St., London, W. 
May 17th, 1898. 


To the Fellows and Members of 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


GENTLEMEN, 

After eight years service as a member of Council, 
I have again the pleasure of placing my services at 
your disposal. 

Since last you returned me I have had, as you 
know, the distinguished honour of representing you 
in the Diamond Jubilee year as President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The loyalty and support which I received will ever 
be to me a pleasant recollection, and I recognise to 
the fullest degree that it was this loyalty and snpport 
which the Council received from the profession gener- 
ally that warded off the disastrous chances of the 
Public Health (Scotland) Bill, and insured the in- 
sertion of those amendments in which we were 
interested. 

I am proud to know that I am again the nominee 
of the Midland Counties V.M.A. and that kindred 
important societies give me their support. 

During the eight years that | have sat upon your 
Council important changes have taken place. The 
educational standard has been advanced and the four 
years scheme introduced. All I think are now work- 
ing smoothly and well and to the advancement of 
our profession, and I believe that upon important 
matters a cordial unanimity pervades the Council, 
facilitating greatly the transaction of business. 

I refer you with confidence to my attendance both 
at Committees and Council. Should you again 
honour me with your votes, I hope to give careful 
attention to the interests of our noble profession.—I 
am, gentlemen, faithfully yours, 

Rosert C. TricGer. 


Newcastle-under-Lyme. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 





Dear Sir, 


Will you kindly announce in your next issue that Mr. 
T. Burrell, of 50a Brewer Street, Regent Street, W., has 
subscribed £10 10s. and become a life member, his 
name was accidentally omitted in your published lists. 





This amount was credited in error to Mr. MacCullum 
who very kindly subscribed £5. 

The following cheques have been received since you 
last went to press : 


Donations. Lite Mem- Subscrip- 
bership. tions, 
£s. d. £s. d. £s. d. 
Allen, Chas. 220 _ 
Abson, J. 1 1 O — 1 1 0 
Frost, T. A. i 110 


Total £507 5 0 
A copy of bye-laws and regulations and cireular will 
be sent to each member of the profession in “he course 
of a few days. The Committee trust their efforts to the 
profession may be as liberally responded to as their 
appeals to the Organising Committee.—I am, sir, yours 


faithfully, 
W. F. Barrett, Hon. Sec. & Treas. 
46 Lewisham High Road, 
New Cross, 8.E., 16th May. 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 





IRISH CENTRAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

The quarterly meeting was held on Wednesday, 27th 
April, at the Glentworth Hotel, Limerick. The mem- 
bers of the profession present were Messrs. D. Fulton, 
Mullingar, president of the Association, presiding ; A. 
Watson, Dublin, secretary ; M. J. Cleary, Mullingar ; 
P. J. Howard, Ennis ; O. D. Coll, J. M. Christy, A. J. 
O’Leary, T. Ryan, Peter Johnstone, and E. C. Winter, 
Limerick ; R. C. Bullen, Mallow; Christopher Rea, 
Clonmel; J. J. Kelly, Kilrush; and J. F. Heaiy, 
Midleton. 

The visitors present, and who had been entertained 
at dinner by the Association previous to the meeting, 
were Dr. Henry Laird, Mr. James Coifey (solicitor), Mr. 
Wm. Ebrill. 

Mr. Watson (secretary) having read the minutes, said 
that there were the further minutes to be read in connec- 
tion with an extraordinary meeting which was held for 
the purpose of considering the position of veterinary 
~ in connection with the new Local Government 

ill. 

Mr. Curisty : There is one thing I would like to say 
before the minutes are signed. It is that it has come 
quite as a surprise on me that there was a meeting held, 
1 never heard anything about it, nor have I been com- 
municated with in any way by our Secretary. The 
other veterinary surgeons in the South of Ireland are, so 
far as I know, in much the same position. We would be 
most anxious, and I individually would desire, to help 
that movement if we can, but some of us have not been 
communicated with, and we would like to know the 
reason why ? 

Mr. Watson: I really cannot understand how it is 
that Mr. Christy has been subjected to this humiliation 
of not being directly communicated with. I presume 
that it is absolutely a clerical error, or a very great over- 
sight, and really how to account for it I know not, except 
to say that the notice went to the Veterinary Depart- 
ment, and that they didn’t send it on. 

Mr. Curisty : It never reached me. 

Mr. Watson : However, while I admit the grievance 
that Mr. Christy complains of in not having been com- 
municated with, I consider that the matter is outside the 
question that is before the meeting. The question 1s. 
are the minutes true as to what took place. In m) 
opinion they are. 
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The CHarRMAN: Yes. I will now sign the minutes. 

Mr. WintTER: There is another thing which I would 
like to put to the Secretary about this Defence Associa 
tion. I would like to know if the gentlemen who 
attended that meeting are members of this Association 
and if they are not members of this Association why have 
we anything to do with it at all’ 

Mr. Watson : I think if Mr. Winter had paid a little | 
attention to what I said he would have been able to 
understand. I carefully said that this extraordinary 
meeting was held under the auspices of the Irish Central] 
Veterinary Association. Now, Mr. Chairman, | again | 
submit that I had_ no authority, and I question even if 
I had authority if I could enforce that authority to | 
make these gentlemen become members of our associa- 
tion. How this movement took place was: I had a 
conversation with a very important member of the 
veterinary profession on the matter. This gentleman 
told me that our position under the Local Government 
Bill was not satisfactory and that he thought this Asso- 
ciation, or the members of it, should take the matter up | Clancey, M.P., on last Saturday, and we made proposals 
and fight the corner of the inspectors. I must certainly | to have put into the Billin order to make the veterinary 
admit, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, that I was guilty | inspector’s position a safe one as it stands. Weil, we 
of a breach of the _law—-it occurs to me that some mem- | might be considered safe, but with all that as we stand 
bers of the profession think that I don’t do anything else | as present we are more or less subject to the whims and 
but break the law--(laughter)—-but-as regards this meet- | caprices of the county councillors that will be, and the 
ing the usual thing would have been to get the signature | Poor Law Guardian us they are. 
of six members, but considering the urgency of the ques- | Mr. JOHNSTONE : Mr. Chairman, the worthy secretary 
tion, and the great importance of the matter I took | has been fora long time speaking, and there are others 
upon myself to wire to the Chairman, our President, and | who might want to make some remarks. 
to ask his authority, claiming the urgency of the case as| Mr. WintTER: Before the minutes of this extraor 
the necessity for summoning the meeting. Having got | dinary meeting are signed I would like to know whether 
our worthy President’s permission I summoned the | the men who attended at that meeting are members of 
meeting. You therefore see my excuse, and I don’t} this Association? If they are not members why are the 
know that I should stand to-night in the position of | minutes read here at all ? 
apologist. It is certainly well, in the interests of the| The CHarrman: It strikes me that those names on 
inspectors and of the entire veterinary profession, that | whose behalf you have been speaking, have to fight their 
this matter should be discussed, because we may be | own battle. 
inspectors to-day and we may not be inspectors in a} Mr. Rea : How many of these 150 inspectors—local 
short time. Therefore 1 would think it extremely ! inspectors in Ireland, how many of these are subscribers 
mean to hamper this movement on the part of the veter- | to this fund ? 
inary inspectors, and I circularised the whole profession. Mr. Watson : I respectfully submit that this seems 
I am sorry to say Mr. Chairman that the results of my | to be altogether out of order. This has got nothing to 
efforts, has not been what I had anticipated. I don’t do with the minutes before the meeting. ean 
want to grumble, but I certainly think that the response! Mr. CLery : Before any meeting of this Association is 
made to my appeal has been very poor, because out of | held the names of six members should be obtained, and 
150 inspectors—and 10s. was not a prohibitive tariff to | therefore I think that it is wrong to discuss the matter 
levy from each member—out of that number, I would | at all, but while we must admit that it is out of order 
be ashamed to tell you the number of replies which | | we could scarcely go so far as not to consider this a sub 
received. But having put my hand to the plough I was | ject for discussion, considering that the meeting was held 
determined not to turn back, I have incurred considera- | under the auspices of this Association. 
ble expense, of course there is no one responsible to me Mr. Winter: I have not been allowed to say exactly 
for this expense, but, Mr. Chairman, I am sorry to say | what I wanted to say. ‘The question I wanted to ask 
that one member of the profession on receiving the cir- | and, to which | want an answer, 1s whether these men 
cular went out of his way to endeavour to insult me. | who attended this meeting are members of this Asso 
Of course I did not accept his insult without trying to} ciation? If they are not [ maintain that this subject 
make some protest against it, and when I afterwards | should not be discussed here. If these men want the 
received this gentleman’s letter [ wrote him a reply | benefit of this Association they should become members 
which he did not answer. Now, Mr. Chairman, I don’t | of it. If these gentlemen are not members of the Cen 
think it is fair that this should have occurred. [ did my | tral Association the whole thing is irregular. 
level best, to the best of my ability in this matter, and | Mr. O. D. Cou Even admitting that there has been 
say it is utterly unfair for anyone to go out of his way | a slight irregularity, | say this Association was started 
to try and throw stumbling bloeks in my way and to | for the advancement ot veterinary science and to try and 
level insults at me. This gentleman wrote in his letter | keep apace with our brethren in England and Scotland. 
that the Association was far more likely to do harm | I would ask the meeting not to look upon this as any 
than good to the profession. I wrote back saying that | serious irregularity. 1 consider It was a very = 
we would be safer in the hands of the profession than of | irregularity, because the object of the meeting eg m 
the individual, be he ever so distinguished. (Hear, | defence of our profession and for a 
hear). That now is the position in which we stand with ; (Hear, hear) I think we have yw 0 eee of 
regard to this defence fund. The funds of this defence sion, and so far as I can judge from the ingore oe Ae 
committee are altogether separate and distinct from the | our Secretary this movement applies = ad JSF So ge 
funds of the Association. It is altogether a new move- | of the profession in this hee pee 4 ald all Ze yee 
ment, and I think that we were doing what was right in | abuse sometimes, and I think t woe H : - = With 
taking up this question in reference to the Local | pull together for our common go0¢ A. ~awid a. th I k 

Government Bill, and endeavouring to set right any ' regard to the particular matter under discussion I thin 


| grievance that came” before us, and to show that the 
veterinary profession in Lreland should be recognised, 
and that the Irish Central Veterinary Association was 
/one worthy of Irish support. (Hear, hear.) I did this 
purely and simply for the good of the Association. | 
thought it an excellent thing to go before the profession 
and to let them see that we were doing something be 
sides eating dinners—(hear, hear)—reading papers, and 
discussing them. (Hear, hear.) We were endeavouring 
_ to do something practical, and I think that the position 
we have taken up in this matter is a worthy one. (Hear, 
hear.) I think our labours will have good results. Of 
course as regards the Bill there are amendments when 
the Bill has to go before committee, and we are not 
j absolutely sure of everything. With regard to the 
| opinion of counsel on the matter, that opinion is mis 
| leading, and he falls into two or three mistakes, mis 
takes which are possibly the result of wrong directions 
| or instructions, nevertheless they were mistakes. | may 
say that I was in consultation with counsel with Mr. J.J. 
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that Mr. Watson did only what was necessary on the 
occasion. (Hear, hear.) We should come forward as 
a society to ask our just rights, and to have our just de- 
mands conceded. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Howarp: Some members seem to be under the 
impression that Mr. Watson started a new association 
altogether distinct from ours. That is not the case. 
They simply held a meeting in connection with our 
Association, and they simply started a fund, but there is 
no new association. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. WINTER: Query ? 

Mr. Howarp: There was no distinct associati on 
formed. 

Mr. Watson: From the view that some people seem 
to have taken about the matter. I am really sorry that 
I ‘have done anything at all in connection with the 
matter. 

Mr. Howarp: I think you should be very glad that 
you have done so well. 

Mr. Watson: I have done it in the interests of this 
Association, and I was hopeful that in bringing such 
matters before the members of our profession that they 
would be able to judge and see for themselves that our 
Association was one worthy of every support—(hear, 
hear)—and that seeing its usefulness they would join it. 
(Hear, hear.) I cannot insist on these gentlemen be- 
coming members, but I have invited them to join our 
Association, and I have no doubt but that in a very 
short time a good number of them will become members 
of the Association. If that meeting had not been called 
those men would not have taken the interest in this 
matter that they have shown. I called the meeting in 
the name of the Irish Central Veterinary Association, 
by the authority of our President. No doubt I was 
guilty of a breach of the law, but it was a very slight 
breach, and I think the cause justified the means 
adopted for calling this extraordinary meeting. (Hear, 
hear. 

MD Ciery : Considering that the only irregularity 
which occurred was in not asking the leave of six mem- 
bers to call the meeting, and, considering the objects of 
the meeting I think we should overlook the matter. It 
was, strictly speaking, in the interests of the profession 
that the meeting was called, and the protection of our 
profession is one of the objects of our Association. In 
the circumstances I think Mr. Watson was right in 
summoning the meeting, and that he was perfectly 
justified in doing so. Considering the limited time at 
his disposal I don’t see that he could have taken a 
better course. I think the mistake, if there was a mis- 
take, was a slight one, and for my part I am prepared to 
overlook it. 

Mr. Winter: I would like to know how many men 
have subscribed to the defence association, and who are 
not members of our association ? 


Mr. Watson : It would take me some time to tell | 


you that. 

Mr. Rea : Perhaps you could tell us how many per- 
sons have subscribed ? 

Mr. Watson : Forty-four have responded. 

Mr. Winter : I maintain that if the men who attend- 
ed that meeting are not members of our Association 
these minutes should not be read here. . 

Mr. Cott: In my opinion this Association should 
give every encouragement to members of the profession 
to join our Association, to let them see that it can 
afford protection to the profession, and that it deserves 
support. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Winter: To my mind those who wish to 
reap the benefits of this Association should be members 
of it. 

Mr. Curisty said he quite agreed with Mr. Winter 
that every man who had an interest in the Association 
should be a member of it and should try and forward its 
interests, but he thought it was the general opinion of 


the members of the profession that their thanks were 

due to Mr. Watson for the steps he took. He thought 

ee Watson deserved the thanks of the profession. (Hear, 
ear.) 

Mr. Winter : I would like to know how many mem- 
bers subscribed who are not members of the Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. Watson: There are about thirty-five, and I have 
| no doubt that many of these will join our Association. 

Mr. Cot. : I think that it would be in the interests 
of the Association that we should endorse the action of 
the executive in Dublin, and I[ have very great pleasure 
in proposing that you sign the minutes of th# extraor- 
dinary meeting. 

Mr. Curisty : I have great pleasure in seconding Mr. 
Coll’s proposal. + 

The CHarRMAN: When / gave my authority to the 
holding of the meeting I did not entirely understand the 
purport of it. I knew it had reference to the inspectors, 
and I think it should have the sympathy of the members 
of this Association. 

On a show of hands being taken the Chairman de- 
clared Mr. Coll’s proposition carried, but Mr. Winter ob- 
jected. 

The CHArRMAN : Do you propose an amendment. 

Mr. Winter: Yes, I propose “that this meeting 
expresses its sympathy with the movement of the 
“Defence Association, and we promise them our best 
support.” I object to signing these minutes. 

Mr. Howarp: It is not a Defence Association, it is 
only a defence fund. 

Mr. WINTER: It must be separate in some feature, 
because there were men there who do not belong to our 
Association. 

Mr. Watson : It is not a distinct Association at all. 
There is a distinct fund. 

Mr. WINTER: They are simply poachers. They are 
not members of our Association. 

The CHAIRMAN again put the resolution when it was 
unanimously carried, Mr. Winter expressing dissent. 

The minutes were then signed. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


On the motion of Mr. Winter, seconded by Mr. 
Watson, Mr. Johnstone, Limerick, and Mr. Carrick, 
Limerick, were elected members of the Association. 

Mr. Co. proposed that Mr. Kelly, Kilrush, Mr. Ryan 
and Mr. O’Leary, Limerick, be members of the Associa- 
tion, and the proposition was accepted as passed. 

On the motion of Mr. Healy, seconded by Mr. Christy, 
Mr. Bullen, Mallow, and Mr. Lynch, Youghal, were also 
| elected members. 





VETERINARY SURGEONS AND HorsE Snows. 

Mr. Watson proposed the following resolutions ¢ 
globo — 
| “This Association protests against conditions relating 
| to the veterinary examanination of horses at Shows 
| which allow of or tend to encourage exhibitors or other 
| interested outside parties to challenge or appeal against 
| the officially announced veterinary opinion with respect 
| to the soundness of a horse, once that opinion has been 
| issued by the appointed stewards. a 
| “This association deprecates the acceptance by Veteri- 
| nary surgeons of appointments at any Horse Show un- 
| less the conditions under which the examination of 
| horses is conducted provide, that once the Show Execu- 
| tive issues the opinions of the appointed Veterinary 
| Surgeons, such opinions shall be considered and upheld 
| as final by the Executive of the Show.” _ 
| “Any system of veterinary examination adopted at 
| horse shows, which invidiously sets the opinion of one 
| appointed veterinary surgeon against that of another— 
' instead of allowing of difference of professional opinion 
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ing determined in consultation—militates agains | : re . 
being a “aig e = milit ates, against the dealing with this great scourge amongst the dairy cattle 
interests oO € promoters, besides being unwise, contrary | of our clients. : 
to — pro — etiquette, and derogatory to all | The amount of money lost annually to dairy farmers 
par ox —. fair 7 - | and stock raisers by the abortion of their cows is almost 
We consider it unfair to private practitioners of the | Incaleulable ; the former in most cases losing the season’s 
rape neg apn certificates as to the soundness of horses | milk from the affected cow, or the greater part of it at 
given by any horse show executive, to owners or other | least, as aborted cows never milk so well as if they 


persons unofficially connected with the show.” | calved normally, and the latter losing the calves for that 
Mr. CLEARY : 1 beg to second the propositions as read season, and often the next one as “well and ‘also the 
by Mr. Watson. ; services of any bull or bulls who may have served an 
Mr. Rea: I would like them more fully explained. atfected cow, it being well known that the bull is often 


Mr. WATSON : [have pleasure in doing so, although I | a fruitful cause of spreading the contagion from cow to 
have so frequently gone into the matter that it is beeom- | cow and herd to herd. ‘ 
ing tiresome. As the custom stands at present the/ Abortion may occur in any of the domestic mammals 
executive of a horse show can appoint a veterinary | and affects them in about the following order. viz.. cattle 
surgeon to examine a certain class of horses. But after | pigs, sheep, goats, horses, dogs, and cats. In this pra rer 
he has made his examination of an animal the owner | | propose to confine my remarks chiefly to the bovine 
wishes to have another examination made by someone | tribe. , ; 
else, and the exécutive committee will say “very well; Abortion may be described as: “the premature birth 
we will get someone else,” I say that practice and custom | of a dead foetus,” in contra-distinction to ordinary cases 
is objectionable. He has examined the animal in the | of premature birth, where the foetus is born alive. and 
discharge of his duty without favour or affection, and I | continues to live : although I am well aware that. this 
think it is wrong that there should be an appeal, once | definition does not exactly fit every case, as a good man\ 
that opinion has been given by the veterinary surgeon | foetuses in cases of sporadic abortion may be born alive, 
3 a for that purpose. It tends to create an | but they rarely or never live more than a few hours at 
objectionable feeling, and | think veterinary surgeons | the most. 
should not be made subject to it. (Hear, hear). Abortion may occur at any period of gestation but it is 

The CuarrMAN : We think that if a horse show com- | most common at what is known as half time. In eattle 
mittee calls in or appoints a veterinary surgeon for the | it generally takes place about the fourth or fifth month, 
specific purpose of examining horses at a show that his| but may occur at any time between the third and 
opinion should be final, at least so far as the show is con- | seventh month, after which time it rarely or never 
cerned. (Hear, hear). | occurs. ; 

Mr. WINTER : So far as these resolutions go I think} Abortion is now recognised in two distinct forms: the 
there are only two of them that we require t» adopt. | sporadic and the epizootic, or contagious form. 
The latter two will cover the whole thing, and | am sure; The sporadic form is seen in isclated cases and is 
that if Mr. Watson proposes these two he will get them | generally due to some accident, whether physical or 


carried unanimously. dietetic, or to constitutional disease in the mother. 
Mr. Cott: I think the resolutions should be taken} The epizootic form is now well known to be contagious, 
separately. /and due to a specific germ. 


Mr. Curisty: I think we should pass the resolutions} Galtier in 1890, claimed to have proved the contagious 
as they stand, and I beg to second their adoption. It| nature of this disease and says it exists primarily in the 
would be the proper course that the horses should be | mother and secondly in the feetus. The old fashioned 
considered the property of the show for the time being, | theory that existed, and still exists, ina good many parts 
and when the appointed veterinary surgeon has given his | of this country, that abortion might be brought about by 
opinion it should not be made known to any outsider. | sympathy between pregnant cattle is now exploded, and 
The horse for the time being should be looked upon as | the cause cf its spread traced to the true cause, 7.7., con 
the property of the show, and no outsider should have | tagion. In some districts a superstitious belief exists to 
anything to say in the matter so far as the opinion of the | the effect that the burying of an aborted foetus in a 
veterinary surgeon is concerned. (Hear, hear). neighbour’s land would convey the disease from the 

Mr. CLery : If our Association is strong enough to | affected farm on to the neighbouring one, and | have 
compel the committee of a horse show to adopt what Mr. | known a serious case of assault and battery arise out of 


Christy suggests I quite agree with him. (Hear, hear). | an attempt to thus transfer the disease to a man’s next 
Mr. Heatey : Let the horse go to the show with a | door neighbour. 

veterinary surgeon’s certificate, and that might prevent CAUSES. 

7 Sporadic abortion may be due to a variety of causes, 


Mr. Winter: I beg to propose the adoption of the | : 
BS. Fg No 2 uae ' t don't think the ll neces- | Such as dietetic errors, violence, sudden fright, or violent 
sary —-s re - | excitement, or any debilitating affection or disease which 
a ' wake > pare - causes a rise In temperature. 
Mr. Cott: I think we should propose them separately. | “' ake ns the — nt a mR : pais as ; ve ‘io AO 
Mr. WINTER said he would withdraw his proposition Bee ae peng are. Ta pe pres Bape ence eongtonny 
+p ncaa bag : re being no | either constipation or diarrhova May cause abortion, j 
San the resolutions were adopted, and there being ‘| cows fed on badly saved hay or frozen roots are likely to 
issent, 


: .| abort 
‘ > Y 2rlar » rac S ‘ l USIV a ° . . : 
a CHAIRMAN declared the resolution: unanimou I | (‘ases ot abortion following the Use ot ergotised hay 
passed. or grasses are very rare, at least in this country, and the 
ABORTION. | administration of the drug itself does not always pro 
aw , 14a duce the desired effect. | am of opinion that we may 
By E. C. Winter, F.R.C.V.S., Limerick. leave ergot out of this list as a factor in the production 


Mr. President and gentlemen,—In choosing a snbject | of abortion. +h as kicks from brutal attendants 
for this paper I have endeavoured to find one that would | {irect v iolence sv¢ jo oa ; o oie roe een te 
e of interest to the great majority of the members. ; | or from horses, bei g horned by otner Ca ’ 
do not propose to propound any new or startling theories | In yon factors in the 
or open up any new ground, but rather to provoke a dis- | 1¢e, cag ge actors 

: : . ss . eam . “SES s disease. 
cussion and interchange of opinion which may be of ~ Mrieht Sol ceiinenent have from time to time caused 
some practical value to us, as country practitioners, 1D ght ¢ 


row doorways, or slipping up on smooth floors or 
j production ol sporadic 
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both mares, cows, and ewes to abort, and in hunting 
districts the bunt funds are often called on to make good 
the losses caused to farmers by the hounds running 
through their lands and thus causing their in-calf cows, 
mares in foal, and breeding ewes to abort. 

Any disease such as tubercle, foot-and-mouth disease, 
and plenro-pneumonia in cattle, and: laminitis, pneu- 
monia, ly mphangitis, and allied diseases in mares may so 
affect the constitution of the mother as to produce 
abortion. 

Colic in in-foal mares is nearly always followed by 
abortion. 

Having given some of the causes of sporadic abortion 
I will now proceed to speak of the epizootic forms ; the 
cause of which may be summed up in one word—-con- 
tagion. 

Although it is difficult to produce abortion artificially 
by dietetic errors, or the administration of drugs, no 
such difficulty exists in producing the disease by direct 
contact of an affected cow with a pregnant one, or even 
by indirect transmission through a bull that has pre- 
viously served an affected cow; and an affected cow 


with a pregnant one, or even by indirect transmission | 


through a buli that has previously served an affected 
cow ; and an affected cow should not for this reason be 
put to the bull for a period varying from one to three 
months after abortion, or until all discharge from the 
vagina has disappeared and the genital organs have 
resumed their normal healthy tone. Should this pre- 
caution not be adopted every cow subsequently served 
that season by the bull is liable to abort and in ber turn 
affect evéry member of the herd she may be brought into 
contact with. 


The following paragraph which appeared in The Live | 
Stock Journal for the 25th March, ult., bears out what | 
I have just written and is I think worth quoting :—“On | 


inquiry I tind abortion most rife in this part of the West 


of England—speaking south of Devon—and consider it | 
not to be wondered at, so many farmers sell an aborted | 


cow in the open markets and sow the disease broadcast, 
and we often know of cases where a cow has aborted 
and afterwards been driven to a neighbour’s bull to try 
and get another calf. I know of a case where a neigh- 
bour of mine bought a cow ata sale where the whole 
herd was sold by auction. Nearly all these cows had 


aborted not long before ; and the purchaser, not know- | 


ing it, allowed this newly purchased cow to mix with 
his cows ; a few weeks after four of his cows aborted 


introduction to a stock yard of a calf only fourteen days 
premature, and even the introduction of the skin of an 
aborted foetus. 

In countries where brood mares are kept together in 
great numbers the contagious character of abortion is 
well recognised, but in this country the conditions under 
which they are kept are not favourable to the spread of 
the disease, each mare being more or less isolated. 

Mares generally abort early in pregnancy, and usually 
the event takes place without the cognizance of the 
attendants, who notice nothing wrong until the mare 
begins to lose condition, as they generally do, cr until the 
foaling time approaches. A mare that abort is usually 
sterile next season. 

Mares carrying twin foals frequently abort, but cows 
carrying twin calves do not seem to be any more liable 
than those carrying single ones. 

In the case of contagious abortion the virus enters 
through the vulva and vagina, and propagates between 
the foetal membranes and the uterus, and where the 
contagium has once entered treatment is useless as far as 
that particular host is concerned. 

The bacteria are conveyed through the membianes to 
| the foetus and their products, and the products of the 
| decomposition of the membranes set up irritation and 
| sever the connection between the foetal membranes and 
| the uterus, and so favour the expulsion of the foetus. 
| Experimentally the disease has been produced by 
placing a little of the discharge from an affected cow 
| within the vulva of a healthy one, and even by rubbing 

the foetal membranes or the skin of the foetus about the 
‘vulva or buttocks of healthy cows. In these cases 
‘abortion follows sometimes as early as fourteen days 
after. 

McFadyean aml Woodhead have produced abortion 
in this way in ewes, and have proved that the virus of 
one species is quite capable of producing the disease in 
another species. 

The insanitary conditions under which cows are kept 
| are largely responsible for the spread of this disease ; 
| the cows themselves are never, as a rule, cleaned, and 
the drainage from one end of the byre generally runs 
down along all the stalls to the other end, often re- 
maining in pools of filth behind the cows, who get their 
buttocks and tails soaking with it and so bring it into 
direct contact with their vulvas, and things are in this 
| way made very easy for the entrance of the germ, who 
on his part is not slow to do the rest. In this way one 


| 


all within one week of each other, and they were in calf | cow in a byre may affect the ‘rest of the inmates. The 


to four different bulls. Since that he has lost over one 
hundred calves in this way ; and thisis only one case out 
of many. I certainly think there might be some useful 
legislation on so important a subject.” So says the 
correspondent of The Live Stock Journal, and I think I 
am sure we are all of us of the same mind on this matter. 


' contamination of the litter and stalls as well as the 
hands and clothing of the attendants are also fruitful 
| sources of the spreading of the contagion and, as I have 
| before remarked, a bull that has served an affected cow 
may spread the disease through a whole district. A cow 
coming from an affected herd, or having been in contact 


The introduction of a cow from an affected herd, | with an affected animal may spread the disease although 


whether the cow in question has herself aborted or not, 


is always fraught with danger ; and in cases where no | 


fresh cows have been brought in the cause of an out- 
break might reasonably be looked for in a bull, or bulls, 
that have served the cattle the previous season. 


Cows heavy in calf do not readily abort even when | 


laced in contact with affected cows, but they are very 
liable to do so the following season. 

Cows having aborted one season and being served 
again generally carry their calves for a longer period 
next season and finally become immune, that is if they 
do not become sterile, as unfortunately 50 to 60 per cent. 
of them do ; but should a cow prove in calf for a second 
or third season she will resist the action of the virus for 
the future. Of course in the case of ordinary dairy 


she may not herself have been affected. 


SYMPTOMS. 


The symptoms of abortion are somewhat similar to 
| those of approaching parturition but the indications, as 
-arule, only show a few days or weeks before delivery, 
instead of as in normal parturition, coming on gradually 
for a comparatively leng period. In cattle about to 
abort there is never the same relaxation of the parts 
about hips and vulva, nor does the udder become as full 
or hot as in normal parturition. The foetus is as a rule 


_ expelled quickly and the membranes are usually retained, 


often for a considerable number of days. The discharges 


| from the vagina are acrid and foul smelling ; the foetus 


cattle the cows would not be worth retaining for a. 


season or two on this chance, but in the case of pedigree 
cattle of great value the fact might be worth remembering. 


is nearly always born dead and often assumes a parboile 
or macerated appearance, owing to the action of the 
decomposed uterine fluids. Cows that abort lose their 
condition and do not seem to recover their normal state 


Cases of abortion have been known to follow the ' of health for a long time. 
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As to the precise organism that causes abortion, our | trust that next time we meet in Limerick — 
knowledge of the subject. is still of the very vaguest | brother practitioners will h gl methin ng vet. 
character, as several organisms have been found by the | better to offer vou. _ ave something a long way 
scientists who have devoted their time to experimenting = 
with cultures obtained from the uterine discharges, and 
none of those observers have been able to say detinitely 
that they have found the particular germ which by ino-| The CHAtkMan said, | think the best thanks of the 
culation would produce the affection, although all are | Meeting are due to Mr. Winter for his paper. He has 
agreed as to its presence. dealt with a very interesting subject, and | think he has 

TREATMENT. done le great agen It “ disease that is not alone 
; 7 ; prevalent in this country, but in Englar re is 3 

No treatment of this affection can avail once the germs | great deal of it. It prevails very much a ty Bly 
have entered the uterus of a cow, and our attention | and in my opinion it is a disease that should be looked 
must be directed to the prevention of the disease in the | after by the Government, and | think that it is Fi ng 
remainder of the herd ; this is best accomplished by dis- | worthy of Government legislation as tuberculosis was 
infection, and the free use of antiseptics as well as be- | or other specific diseases. 1 would be glad to hear the 
stowing attention on the general hygienic surroundings | opinion of anyone else in reference to the paper. 
of the herd. ae | Mr. Curisty: | think Mr. Winter deserves our 

All foetuses and foetal membranes as well as soiled | hearty thanks for the manner in which he has brought 
litter should be burned, cows that have aborted, or ap- | this important subject before us. It is one that must 
pear likely to abort should be at once isolated, and in| have taken a good deal of trouble in preparing, Mr. 
connection with this matter I may add that any cow pur- | Winter has dealt with the remedies for the disease, but 
chased should, if the slightest suspicion exists, be also | the difficulty that [ see with regard to isolation is how 
isolated, say for a couple of months. /can it be enforced! It is not very easy to get owners of 

No attendant that touches an aborted cow should be | animals to isolate them, and Mr. Winter laid stress upon 
allowed to have any recourse to the others, if at all| that point. With reference to the other principal 

ssible, and if this is not practicable the hands and | points in the treatment of the disease and the causes for 

oots of such attendants should be thoroughly | it, | think they have been ably dealt with, but there 
cleansed and disinfected after each visit to the affected | was one matter which Mr. Winter mentioned, and as a 
cow. | practical man I would like to know how it can be carried 
The placental membranes are, as a rule, retained after | out, namely, when a bull has been in contact with an 
abortion and should at once be removed and burned. | animal that has aborted how can the sheath and the 
This removal of the membranes is not by any means one , penis be completely disinfected. 

of the sweets of the veterinary profession, and apart from | Mr. WINTER said he would answer any questions that 
the offensive smell, which sometimes will cling to the | were put to him altogether. 

hands for days at a time, the practitioner runs a serious) Mr. Ryan: I would wish to ask how long should 
risk of getting blood-poisoning, and too much caution | elapse after a cow has aborted before the bull be permit 
cannot be exercised in cleaning and disinfecting the hands | ted to go near her. 

and arms. | Mr. Coin: | would just like to mention an instance 

After having carefully removed the placenta (intact if | which came under my notice some eighteen years ago. 

ssible) the uterus should be well washed out with | This occurred with a number of cattle in the Kilmallock 
ukewarm water containing (1) a solution of hyd. perch- | Union, near Kilfinane, some of the cows aborted, and | 
lor 1-1000, (2) 1 per cent. creolin, (3) or carbolic acid 1 | was sent for to examine them. My advice was asked 
per cent. along with 20 per cent. of sod. bicard. The | and I found that [ could trace no cause for the disease 
buttocks and tail and the hind legs should be also washed | except that the cows were bedded in sand. The bedding 
with either of the above solutions. became uneven with the moving of the animals fore feet, 

The hinder extremities of all in-contact cows should | with the result that it got into lumps at the hind legs 
be cleaned and treated as above and the tails cleaned | causing a hollow, and the pressure on the abdominal 
and trimmed. The vaginas of those cows should also be | muscles gave me reason to think that the cause of the 
douched with one of the above ora similar antiseptic. | abortion resulted from such pressure, [ had the sand 
Some people object to interfering with the vaginas of | bedding removed and ordinary straw substituted, with 
in-calf cows, and say that douching is liable to bring on | the result that ina very short time the abortion ceased 
straining and abortion of itself, but I have never known | altogether. 
it to do any harm, and in cases where abortion has Mr. Howarp said that they were greatly indebted 
followed its use, the probabilities are that the cows had | to Mr. Winter for his valuable paper. He would desire 
been previously affected and would have aborted in any | to know if inbred cattle were more subject to the disease 
case. that other kinds. He had remarked himself that some 
In the case of a bull having been unwittingly allowed | mares and cows can stand any amount of abuse, and de 
to serve an affected cow the penis and sheath should be | not abort. Mr. Coll had attributed abortion in one case 
thoroughly washed and disinfected in a like manner, to the animals being bedded in sand. In the Western 
and with a similar solution to that used with the cows. | part of Clare he never saw any other bedding used, but 
The washings may be repeated every day for a week. they had very little abortion. , 

The floors of the byres, as well as the walls, stalls, Mr. Keiiy : I must deny that sand is the only bed 
and drains, should be thoroughly cleaned and washed | ding used in the West of Clare. As we are on the sub 
with a10 per cent. hot solution of cale. chlor. twice or | ject Lf would like to know what is the cause of cows re 
three times, at intervals of a couple of days, and the bulling ? 7 A 
liquid manure disinfected with calc. chlor. carefully; © Mr Ciery said the paper read by Mr. Winter was “ 
swept up and put away from contact with the cattle, and doubt interesting, particul urly as the questions raiues 
not allowed to run into drains communicating with pas- | were based on many years experience, In the country 
ture land. where he came from the dist Ast does not exist at all 

In drawing my paper to a close I hope to be able to | They know of no such thing as re — where 
learn something from the experience of the members there Was a sporadic cause. He — “po = pA a 
present, and beg to thank you Mr. President, as well as agree with Mr. Winter, that Be, “a Ho oe -_ i. 
those members, for the kind attention which you have might be coming on for a week. e never saw the 
given to my poor effort to interest you this evening, and 


DISCUSSION, 


symptoms coming on for that period, He would be 
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anxious that Mr. Winter would answer Mr. Christy’s 
query in reference to the manner of disinfecting. 

The CHAIRMAN said he could not concur in the germ 
theory. 

Mr. BULLEN asked if a mare might abort as the result 
of being hunted by a dog, and he asked the question 








ordinary meeting should take place in Dundalk during 
the month of July. 

Mr. Howarp: There is a rule with regard to the hold- 
ing of our meetings. 

Mr. Watson : The rule as it exists is that meetings 
should be held in Dublin in January, Limerick Junction 


because he had an instance of the kind where a mare | in April, Dundalk in July, and Ballinasloe in October, 


was hunted by dogs, and 


aborted. 


she was said to have | 
|ing in connection with the Cahiree fair. 


Mr. WINTER suggested that they should hold a meet- 
It would 


Mr. WINTER replying to the questions put tu him | be a good centre for an assembly of veterinary surgeons, 


said as regards the isolation of cattle affected with abor- 
tion, that was one of the great difficulties that was ex- 
perienced ; they could not get owners to isolate their 
cattle, if advice were given to ten to isolate their cattle 
not more than one out of the ten would carry out that 
advice. Isolation was good also in the case of other 
diseases. With regard to the virus it weakens in new 
animals, and in inbred animals the effects would be more 
serious as their systems are weaker. As to the means 
for disinfecting the bull, he suggested that a syringe 
could be used and inserted into the bull. 

Mr. Curisty: How far could the syringe be in- 
serted ? 

Mr. WinTER: I should say about a foot, and I think 
‘it would very soon have the desired effect. Another 
way would be to put the bull under chloroform. In 
reference to the question put by Mr. Ryan as to the 
timé which should elapse before an aborted cow should 
be bulled, he (Mr. Winter) would say that the time should 
vary from two to three months. 

Mr. Ryan: Because the reason I asked you the ques- 
tion was that T was asked it myself at my examination, 
and the examiner said that the cow should not be bulled 
before twelve months. I would like to know the 
= between premature abortion and premature 
birth. 

Mr. WINTER said that in case of premature birth an 
animal might live, premature abortion could not live 
outside the mother. 

Mr. Heaty: As regards the time that should elapse 
before a cow that aborted should be rebulled, I quite 
agree with Mr. Ryan. 

Mr. WinTER: With reference to sand as bedding I do 
not think that that would cause abortion. As regards 
other questions by Mr. Rea, difficult parturition had no 
effect on a bull except the birth was premature. Inbred 
cattle were more subject to abortion. With reference to 
Mr. Clery’s remark about the symptoms, he (Mr. Winter) 
had not said that symptoms might be observed for a 
week. The Chairman had stated that he did not believe 
the germ theory. Well, if that were right how could it 
be accounted for that 30 or 40 cows, if together, would all 
abort. He gave an instance where a farmer had a num- 
ber of cattle which aborted one after another. 

The CuarrMAN : I believe that sympathy has a good 
deal to do with it, that is if one of a number of cows 
abort it may have the effect of causing other cows to 
abort out Of sympathy with the animal that has already 
— I believe that to a great extent is the cause 
of it. 

Mr. KEtLy remarked that he believed in rigid separa- 
tion in case of abortion. 

Mr. WINTER, in reply to Mr. Bullen, said of: course a 
mare would abort from being hunted, or from fright 
shock, or accident. That was a very natural occurrence’ 


ARRANGEMENT OF FUTURE MEETINGS, 


Mr. Watson said there had been a suggestion made 
that their Association should hold a meeting in Dublin 
during the horse show week. It was almost impossible 
during the show to get members together except that 
they met at Corlass’s, or some other such place of wor- 
ship. (Laughter). He would be very glad to get the 
opinion of that meeting on the matter. 

Mr. WinTER: I think that it would be well that our 





Mr. Curisty : There could be an extraordinary meet- 
ing to decide the question as to the holding, of onr next 
meeting. , 

Mr. Watson : According to the rule our next quarterly 
meeting must be held in Dundalk in July. 

Mr. WinTER: I think that we should have the next 
meeting either in Buttevant or Mallow, in connection 
with the Cahirniee fair. 

Mr. CurisTY alluded to the custom of the old Associa- 
tion, and he considered that the greater number of meet- 
ings they had in the year the better it would be for the 
Society. Hethought that Cahiree would be the most 
suitable place for holding the next extraordinary meeting. 
He would therefore propose that the next meeting of 
the Association should be held in connection with 
Cahirei fair. 

Mr. BULLER seconded the proposition 

Mr. Cot.: I think we have been getting on very well, 
and we might leave well enough alone, but when there 
are so many propositions made I think I would not be 
out of place in suggesting that we would hold a meeting 
in Belfast in July. 

The meeting «lecided to accept Mr. Christy’s proposi- 
tion to hold the next meeting in Mallow in connection 
with the fair of (vhironee. It was also arranged that 
the usual meeting should be held in Dundalk in July. 

Mr. Clery promised to read a paper at Dundalk and 
Mr. Bullen made a similar promise with regard to the 
Mallow meeting. 

Vorres oF THANKs. 

On the motion of Mr. Clery, seconded by Mr. Rea,a 
hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Winter for his 
able paper. 

Mr. WinTER briefly returned thanks. 

Mr. CHRISTY proposed a vote of thanks to the Secre- 
tary for the able manner in which he had discharged the 
duties, and for the great interest he had shown in the 
welfare of the Society. 

Mr. CLERY seconded the vote of thanks. 

Mr. Watson, in returning thanks, said that anything 
he had done was in the interest of the Association. He 
believed that the step which was taken at the extra- 
ordinary meeting would have a good effect, and that it 
would result in bringing larger numbers of members of 
“ profession into the ranks of the Association. (Hear, 

ear). 

A — of tuasts were then proposed and duly 
honoured, including “ The Veterinary Profession,” “Our 
Visitors,” “The Chairman,” “Vice-chairman,” “The 
Press.” 

The proceedings terminated with a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Chairman for his dignified conduct in pre- 
siding at the meeting. 


— 











YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 





The spring meeting was held at the ow Hotel, 
Leeds, on Friday, April 29th, Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh 
(Leeds) presiding over an attendance that included the 
following gentlemen: Messrs. G. E. Bowman, H. 6. 
Bowes, S. Wharam, and A. W. Mason, Leeds; ©. 
Robinson, Barnsley ; H. J. Parkin, and R. C. Thomps0t, 


——— 
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Doncaster ; J. Cooke, Scarborough ; J. E. Scriven, Tad- 
Jos. Abson, 


caster; J. W. Lazenby, Boston Spa; 

Shettield ; J. C. Clarkson, Garforth ; J. S. Carter, Brad 
ford; J. Atcherley, Harrogate ; A. McCarmick, hon. 
sec., Leeds ; and F. W. Lane and E. Child, visitors. 


NOMINATIONS, Ere. 
Mr. Gentle and Mr. Waller were nominated members 
of the Society. 


Mr. WHARAM proposed, and Mr. THompson seconded, 
the election as a member of the Society of Mr. Norwood, 
Conisbro’. 

Mr. ABson proposed, and Mr. THompson seconded 
the election of Mr. Peach, of Rotherham. 

Mr. Mason proposed, and Mr. WHARAM seconded, the 
election of Mr. McLean, Dewsbury. All the proposi 
tions were adopted. 


On the proposition of Mr. ABson, seconded by Mr. 
ScRIVEN, it was resolved to forward a vote of condolence 
to Professor Williams on the death of his wife. 

The arrangements for the meetings of the National 
Veterinary Association in Leeds on August 1lth and 
12th of this year were discussed. The desirability of 
entertaining the delegates during their stay in the city 
was urged by several members, and it was agreed that 
this should take place on the second day, when the 
morning meeting could be made brief; and eventually 
it was decided, on the motion of Mr. Wharam, seconded 
by Mr. Scriven, that an Entertainment Committee be 
formed consisting of the President, Secretary, and Treas- 
urer of the Yorkshire Society, and the President of 
the National Society, be formed. 

The SECRETARY proposed, seconded by Mr. Scriven, 
the addition of Messrs. Wharam, Clarkson, Bowman, 
Bowes, and Somers be appointed on the Committee to 
arrange details. 

Mr. BowMAN proposed a further resolution authoris- 
ing the Secretary to issue a circular to the members of 
the Yorkshire Society asking for subscriptions towards 
an entertainment fund. 

This was seconded by Mr. Mason, and carried. 


, 


THE SERUM TREATMENT OF TETANUS. 
By 8S. WHaram, M.R.C.V.S., Leeds. 


Mr. WHARAM said he had no doubt they were any- 
thing but unanimous as to either the curative or protec- 
tive qualities of the anti-tetanic serum ; but sufticient 
time had elapsed for the majority of them to have had 
experience of its use ; and, though their opinions might 
not coincide, an interchange of ideas would be benefical. 

Idiopathic tetanus, he proceeded to say, did not now 
exist. Tetanus was caused by the toxic products of the 
tetanus bacillus, which was found outside the body, 
chiefly amongst dead leaves, straw, garden soil, ete. ; 
and, therefore, if it was not for antiseptic precautions, 
and the part played by leucocytes and pyogenic organ- 
isms in comparatively healthy wounds, tetanus would be 
a common disease. 

As to treatment he advised absolute quiet, dark box, 
short bedding, peat moss litter if possible, sloppy 
nourishing food, and, in some cases, slings, with a hypo 
dermic injection of anti-tetanic serum every 24 hours. 
In some instances he had also given a moderate dose of 
aloes at the onset with good results. He advised, 
further, that a thorough examination for wounds should 
be made ; these, if any, should be thoroughly cleansed 
with a reliable antiseptic, and in foot cases he had used 
poultices in addition. 

Instancing the method of obtaining the serum, Mr. 

yharam said filtered cultures of the tetanus bacillus, 
which contained a tetanising poison, were injected into a 
horse, and, beginning with small doses, horses could be 
so accustomed to it that enormous doses could be in 
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injected without harm. Anti-tetanic serum was the 
blood serum obtained from a horse that had been 
rendered Immune by repeated injections as he had 
described. 

Mr. Wharam then gave particulars of tive cases of 
tetanus which he had attended during the last six 
| months, two having recovered, one having died, and two 

being then under treatment. 

The first case was that of a valuable bay hunting colt, 

{4 years old, in good condition, which was noticed to be 

very stiff and standing alone after being out at grass 
during the day. While giving the animal a physic ball 
he found a wound about two inches long on the tongue ; 
this he scraped with a knife and cauterised with nitrite 
of silver. Putting the horse ina loose box, he injected 

24 drams of serum, and after treatment had been con 
tinued it was finally discharged cured fifteen days later. 

In the second case a brown cob, aged, 14°2 high, was 
affected, the animal having been very stiff for two days 
and off its feed. When first seen it was sweating, severe 
spasins affecting the muscles of the neck and mastication 
(trismus), much saliva running from the mouth; both 
'the tail and head were elevated, and the membrana 
nictitans was protruding over the cornea. There was a 
suppurating setfast on the near side, which was scraped 
and washed with bichloride of mercury and dusted over 
with a little iodoform and boracie acid. Owing to the 
excitable condition of the cob whilst the first dose (24 
drams) of serum was being injected it was decided to 
use slings. On subsequent days there was slight improve 
ment, but on the fourth day the animal got out of the 
slings and was down, sweating, in a most excitable con 
dition. As the stable was of wood and the slings were 
not properly adjusted the owner was told it) was of Wo 
use to continue the treatment ; and next he heard of it 
was that it had been walked half a mile to another 
stable. The cob died nine days after it was first seen, 
the owner expressing his belief that if he had had a 
proper place in which to sling the animal he would have 
recovered. 

In the third case a bay horse, eight years old, which 
had been used for carting, was treated. The horse, it 
seems, was put to work after being poulticed for a 
gathered nail in the near hind foot, and after three or 
four days it was reported to be very stiff and suffering 
from hamond. It was put loosely into slings, given six 
dram balls, and, after the shoe had been removed, bi 
chloride of mercury was applied to the wound, followed 
by a linseed poultice Serum was injected, and the 
animal improved gradually without further treatment 

Mr. Wharam next cited the case of a bay entire colt, 
one year old, which he successfully treated after the 
manner of the previous cases ; and in the case of a black 
bus mare SIX years old, he hi id no d mubt recovery would 
also follow the treatment. 

Mr. Wharam mentioned that all the cases he bad des 
cribed were separated from each other by several miles, 
the places at which they occurred being Lofthouse (neat 
Wakeford), Searcroft, Chapeltown, and the eity of 
Leeds ; and proceeded to say, that although his exper! 
ence of the anti-tetan‘e serum was satisfactory, the con 
ditions under which the patient was placed at the onset 
of the attack and during treatment played an important 
part. In cases 2 and 4 the conditions were decidedly 
had. whereas in cases |, 3, and 5 they were all that could 


he desired. 
DISCUSSION 

in inviting discussion the CuammMAN remarked they 
He agreed 
with Mr. Wharam that the conditions under which the 
patients were placed were more important than any 
medicines that could be given. 

Mr. BowMAN instanced two cases which he had treated. 
He put them in dark boxes, kept them as quiet as possi 
ble, and only let one man attend them. But he never 
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knew any good come from putting colts in slings. 

Mr. ABsON said he had had some little experience of 
anti-tetanic serum, and he must confess that up to the 
present the favourable results from the treatment and 
the favourable results from cases in which he had not 
used the serum were about equal. He was a little bit 
sceptical yet as to the bona fides of anti-tetanic serum, 
but, of course, experience would teach them. He in- 
variably put all cases of tetanus in slings—harness 
horses always ; but he did not agree with this course 
where young stock, especially colts, were concerned, 
because they resented any interference of that sort. Two 
years ago he had five cases of tetanus in succession ; all 
got better, and he concluded he was on the right path 
with his treatment. 
five animals he treated for the same disease all died. 
(Laughter). There was no question about good surround- 
ings conducing to recovery—quietude, a healthy loose 
box, and one attendant only, would give the animal a 
better chance of recovery than if it were being constantly 
interfered with. But he could not see what a dose of 
physic could do in a case of tetanus; one effect of it 
would be to deplete the animal, which would in the 
course of time become depleted enough. He had given 
a dose of physic, and he had not been at all pleased with 
the result. The treatment he had found to answer best 
was chloral given in pretty large doses in the sloppy 
mess which the animal took. There was something in 
regard to bedding. He had a notion that moss litter 
harboured the tetanus bacillus more than any other 
bedding ;*he had certainly had a lot of cases of tetanus 
which had been standing on moss litter. 

Mr. CooKE said one drawback in connection with the 
use of the serum was that they could not keep it by 
them. Theserum was supposed to lose its effect after a 
while, and when he sent for it on the Saturday he did 
not get it until the Tuesday. Mr. Cooke said he had 
four cases last year, two being colts under six months. 
In one case he used serum which he had had by him five 
months, and the animal died ; another case in which he 
used fresh serum also terminated fatally. He had used 
it, too, in connection with two horses, and they both re- 
covered, but he did not attribute it altogether to the 
serum, but to his usual treatment. This was to place 
the patient in slings, keep it in dark and quiet quarters 
—and he thought it of advantage to put cotton woo! in 
the ears—and to administer suppositories of atropia and 
morphia. 

Mr. BowsEs: 
serum, and they have all died. 
success. 

Mr. CLARKSON said he had very grave doubts as to 
the utility of the serum ; he had not been mure success- 
ful with it than he had been with the ordinary treat 
ment. His ordinary treatment was to give belladonna 
and chloral hydrate, the two combined, and his exper- 
ience was that where tetanus attacked the horse at rest 
or the colt running about it never seemed to be quite as 
bad as the horse that was being worked and the ones 
found to be stiff; the latter case, his experience taught 
him, was going to be a fatal one. Hitherto a dose of 
physic had been a thing he immediately gave, and Mr. 
Clarkson went on to say that the usefulness of the 
Society would be increased if they made it the distribu- 
ting medium for things of this sort. With regard to 
bedding he agreed with Mr. Abson that it was not de- 
sirable to use a peat moss litter, and particularly when 
the animal had wounds on the foot. He preferred straw 
cut into quite short lengths. It had been mentioned 
that there was a lot of tetanus in spring ; he did not 
know whether it had anything to do with it or not, but 
some years ago, before the germ theory was put before 
them, it was said the sea air had a lot to do with 
tetanus. 

Mr. Scriven said he had not been unsuccessful with 


I have had some cases and tried the 
I have not found it a 


the serum. He had always thought there was most 
bacilli found in the faeces, and these ought to be elimina- 
ted from the subject. He had treated his cases with 
belladonna, and not given them any medicine at all, but 
he had never been an advocate of peat moss litter. As 
Mr. Wharham had said in his opening remarks, the 
bacilli were found in decayed leaves, and where could 
they find more than in dead moss. He had never used 
slings, for he thought they caused the animal more irri- 





He was sorry to say that the next | 


tation than anything else. He had preferred to put 
| them in a dark box and allow them to wander about in 
some chopped straw. J 

Mr. McCarmick said he had used the serum on two 
different occasions ; one animal got better, and the other 
died. 

Mr. ATCHERLEY thought the lives of many animals 
were saved by putting them in slings. 

Mr. Asson : We may use slings or do as we like, but 
if we have not the horse of proper temperament it will 
not get better. 

Mr. BowmaN said he had had cases of tetanus many a 
time in which the horses had laid down and got up many 
atime. He had 200 horses standing on peat moss in one 
place, and he had only had one case of tetanus in five 

rears. 

; Mr. BowMaN said he had saved many horses by put- 
ting them in slings. Instancing one case of tetanus he 
had attended at Washingstoke, the speaker said he ad- 
ministered hydrate of chloral and belladonna, with chop 
about once a week, and as much quietness as could be 
ensured. That came out all right. 

Mr. Roprnson advised bromide of potassium and 
prussic acid in cases of tetanus. 

Mr. Mason said this was one of the diseases to which 
horses were subject which had been experimentalised 
upon more than any other. Nearly the whole British 
Pharmacopceia had been poured down the poor animal's 
throat. In his experience he had used a certain drug 
and thought that at last he had a sheet anchor. In the 
next two or three cases he used the same thing, and the 
patients died. (Laughter.) He had had no experience 
of the serum, but it seemed to be more efficacious than 
the old fashioned treatment of hydrate and belladonna, 
or Scheele’s prussic acid. I[n a severe case of tetanus he 
did not think they could do without slings. With regard 
to the peat moss, of which a large quantity was used at 
the present time in large stables, there would be more 
cases of tetanus if the litter harboured the tetanus 
bacillus. 

Mr. WHARaM, in reply, said his idea of using peat moss 
was that he believed it was taken from moors and places 
where the tetanus bacilli would not be present. Fur- 
ther, he had had experience in large stables where peat 
| moss litter was used and which were absolutely free from 
| tetanus. The surroundings of the patient, he repeated, 
| were everything ; and as regarded slings he had found 
that in acute cases if the horse, and especially if it was 
an aged one, got down, he usually died ; in fact, in many 
instances he had ordered them to be slaughtered as not 
worth further attention. 

After a few remarks from the Chairman, on the ad 
sition of Mr. Scriven, seconded by Mr. Mason, a hearty 
vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Wharam for his 


paper. 
THE MICROSCOPE AS AN AID TO DIAGNOSIS 
IN VETERINARY PRACTICE. 
By H. G. Bowes, M.R.C.V.S., Leeds. 








Mr. Bowes said the microscope did not appear to 
meet with the recognition amongst veterinary surgeons 
which it merited, some looking upon it as an unnecessaly 
and superfluous article, while others did not find much 
time for scientific work and let their microscope fall into 
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disuse. Dwelling upon the advantages following the use 
of the instrument he did not suggest every veterinary 
surgeon should be an expert microscopist, but a good 
workable knowledge of the subject was desirable—sufti- 
cient to enable him to recognise the more common patho- 
logical appearances of the tissues and organs of the body, 
and also the common parasites and specific organisms 
which were the causes of some of the contagious diseases. 
We should also be able to prepare specimens, either of 
fluids or of tissues for examination. For this purpose a 
small Cathcart’s microtome, in which ether was a freez- 
ing agent, was quite good enough, it had the advantage 
of being easily mepe  ete and reasonable in price. 
The microscope was of direct use in aiding them to diag- 
nose certain diseases with a greater certainty than by 
other means, and, indirectly, by general microscopic 
study which would enable them to observe the changes 
effected in the various tissues and organs under certain 
conditions of disease. In some diseases, such as para- 
sitic skin diseases, it aided the diagnosis during the life 
of the patient ; in others, most important of which per- 
haps was anthrax, it was invaluable in investigating the 
disease when the animal had died. 

He referred ge cnet to anthrax, because in his 
opinion a careful microscopic examination of a drop of 
blood from a case of suspected anthrax was far more 


reliable than the most careful post-mortem examination, | 


for with the latter there was always a chance of mis- 
takes occurring owing to the possibility of the post-mor- 
tem appearances being indefinite or varying. The 
microscope readily revealed the presence of bacillus 
anthracis, with which they were al! familiar—a bacillus | 
which was of comparatively large size and easily distin- 
guishable even with only a moderately high magnifying | 
wer. Briefly pointing out that the method of prepar- | 
ing specimens of blood for examination for anthrax was | 
to obtain a thin film of the blood on a cover glass | 
stained with methyl-blue, mounted in Farrant’s medium | 
or Canada balsam, so that the rod-like bacilli were easily | 
distinguished. Mr. Bowes urged that another great 
advantage was that the use of the microscope did away 
with any danger in making post-mortem examinations, | 
it being possible to draw a little blood from under the | 
skin without opening the carcase. Two instances in 
which mistakes were made by the ordinary methods of 
post-mortem examination had come under his personal | 
observation. In the one case death was attributed to | 
anthrax when it was due to other causes, and in the | 
other it was attributed to other causes when it was due | 
toanthrax. In each case the mistake was revealed by | 
means of the microscopic. In the first instance several 
cattle, part of a large number running out in a large 
park, died in the early part of the winter ; it was a very 
cold, bleak time, and the food was scanty and very hard 
and dry. The veterinary surgeon with whom he was 
then asaistant made a post-mortem examination, and | 
finding the stomachs very much inflamed and impacted 
with the hard dry food gave the cause of death as inflam- 
mation of the stomach. Another surgeon, called in by | 
the police, certified that the loss was due to anthrax, but | 
when the blood was examined microscopically no trace 
of bacillus could be found, and that view was strength- 
ened by the fact that several other cattle, which were 
ailing in the same way, completely recovered upon being | 
treated for the stomachic trouble. In the other case | 
several yearling horses died suddenly, the first being 
found dead and the others dying after illness extending 
only over a day or two. The most notable feature of the 
post-mortem examination was the large number of worms 
present in the intestines, and also the presence in the | 
mesenteric region of a tumour involving the mesenteric | 
artery and containing large numbers of the parasite 
known as the strongylus armatus. The other cases were | 
under treatment until death ; these exhibited most 
marked symptoms of pleurisy with hydrothorax, and on 


| ially where a law case might be pending. 





| six months. 


post-mortem examination the thorax was found to con- 
tain a large quantity of septic fluid, the pleuritie condi 
tion being so marked as to quite account for death. with 
out looking for any further cause. Any question as to 
it being anthrax was dismissed as not being supported by 
any of the post-mortem lesions. He was led, aoe 
on going to make a post-mortem on the third one, to 
take his microscope with him. A third gentleman. an 
| F.R.C.V.S.. was in attendance, as the subjects were 
valuable yearlings, and the latter said in view of the 
lesions in the thorax were so maiked that he could not 
see anything in the least suspicious of anthrax. Mean 

while he (Mr. Bowes) had drawn a little blood, the 
anthrax bacilli were found present in large numbers, and 
this was accepted as being convincing. In some medical 
| books he frequently found that the pleuritic condition 
Was a common accompaniment of anthrax in the human 
being. Of other specific diseases they had tuberculosis, 
in which by careful examination the bacillus was fairly 
easily found. Of course it would not help them much in 
| diagnosing an ordinary case of tuberculosis as affecting 
cattle during life; besides they had a much readier 

| method now in inoculation with tuberculin. But there 
; might be circumstances under which the microscopical 

| examination of pus, taken from supposed tubercular 

| nodules after death, might be of great value in determin 

ing whether it was actually tuberculosis or not 





| 
| 
| 





espec- 


The search for the micro-organisms causing tetanus 
and glanders might be instructive and interesting, but he 
would not like to suggest that a microscopic examina 
tion in these cases would aid diagnosis. He had not 
looked for the glanders bacillus, but so far as his exper 
ience of the tetanus micro-organisms went he was afrvid 
the patient would be dead long before the cause of the 
disease was discovered. He might add that he was still 
looking for it, he had seen it, but not from preparations of 
his own. Actinomycosis was a disease which was not 
commonly met with now, but it was one which in the 
past was often mistaken for tuberculosis, the enlarge 
ments being taken for tubercular swellings. In a case 
of this kind the microscope would soon settle any doubt, 
the ray fungus being very readily distinguished by that 
means. In some diseases of the urinary organs, in which 
epithelial casts or crystals of various substances might be 
present in the urine, a microscopical examination would 
determine their presence. 

In parasitic diseases, both internal and external, the 
microscope was also useful in determining the parasite 
which was causing the trouble. In early stages of 
parasitic bronchitis in calves and sheep there might not 
be any fully developed strongyles to be seen in the mucus 
discharged from the nostrils, but if their presence was 
suspected a microscopic examination would settle it. In 
cases of skin disease there might sometimes be a doubt 
as to whether they were parasitic or not, but a micros 
copic examination of the scurf would svon set all doubt 
at rest. A few years apo he was called in to see some 
horses suffering from some skin disease which had been 
under the treatment of the owner for mange for about 
And as the disease had extended nearly 
all over the body it certainly looked very like Inange. 


(On making a microscopic examination, however, of 


some of the scurf and hair, be was rather surprised to 
find ring-worm was the cause of the trouble, and that 
the spreading was owing to the length of time it had 
been going on. Of course we could generally diagnose 
mange without the aid of the microscope, but the im 
portance of a correct diagnosis in skin diseases was that 
one might be treating a case of mange for eczema without 
taking precautions to prevent 1 spreading - and so other 
horses might become affected before the mistake was 
found out. He remembered a veterinary surgeon some 
years ago giving evidence at the police court on a sheep 
scab case, saying he could distinguish the mange mite 
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causing scab by means of the naked eye. That, of 
course, was absurd, unless he had particularly keen eye- 
sight. The mite was certainly large enough to be seen 
as a small speck, but it would be impossible to say 
whether it was a parasite or a bit of epidermis by the 
naked eye only, whereas it could be immediately recog- 
nised by means of a low power microscope. 

Mr. Bowes concluded an interesting paper with the 
hope that the veterinary profession might recognise the 
advantages of the microscope by giving it more universal 
use. 

After a few appreciative remarks from the Chairman, 

Mr. Apson congratulated Mr. Bowes upon a paper 
from which he was sure they would all have learnt a‘lot. 
The cases in which the microscope had detected afitthrax 
in horses was especially interesting, because he had 
never seen a case of anthrax in the horse, and the symp- 
toms of post-mortem lesions which he had described 
were particularly important. Remarking upon anthrax 
being the bacillus getting entrance to the body by means 
of oats or maize, the speaker cited an action at law in 
which the factor who supplied the oats from which the 
disease was supposed to have sprung was made to refund 
the value of the animal. At the time this outbreak 
took place it was not supposed the cases were those of 
anthrax, but the microscope disclosed the fact—not upon 
the examination of the blood but of the oats. 

Mr. CLARKSON said in regard to anthrax resulting 
from food he remembered ten or twelve years ago Pro- 
fessor Williams had a similar case in Liverpool. 

Mr. BowMAN mentioned a case of anthrax in a horse 
which had come under his notice. 

Mr. WHARAM said the spleen was the organ generally | 
looked upon as the seat of the disease. 

The afternoon’s proceedings then closed with a hearty 
vote of thanks to Mr. Bowes on the proposition of Mr. | 
Scriven, seconded by Mr. Lazenby, and supported by | 
Mr. Clarkson. 

The President was accorded a vote of thanks for pre- 
siding. 





THE IMPORTATION OF HORSES INTO 
FRANCE. 

A law has been promulgated, to take effect from 
April 15th, which is likely to place a check on the im- 
portation of horses into France altogether, except in | 
cases where animals of value are concerned. Up to the 
present time the import tax has been 30f. per horse and | 
20f. per colt, with an additional import of 3f. 60c. per 100 | 
kilos w eight i in cases where the animal was not imported | 
direct from the country of origin. The new law has in- 
creased the tax on horsesand mares of five years and up- 
wards to 200f. per head (general customs tariff), 150, | 
per head being the mznimum imposed under the favoured | 
nation customs tariff. Under five-year-old horses and | 
mares are subject to 150f. maximum duty and 100f. | 
minimum duty. The maximum to be paid on colts 1s | 
75f. and the minimum 50f. Mules, male and female, | 


Ww hich are included in this law, are to be taxed 50f., with 


a minimum rate of 30f. per head. It appears that for 
some years past a number of breeders and buyers from | 
the States have made a practice of attending the French | 
horse fairs and markets, carrying off the best produce of 
the Boulonnais, Percheron, and other well- known breeds 
of draught horses, to the United States for improving 
the Transatlantic studs. 
breeders hampered by the United States buyers, but, 
make matters worse for the French horse- -raising a 
try, the Americans carried on a system of exporting the 
produce obtained from the French sires and mares back | 
to Europe. The increase by 400 per cent. in the duty on | 
horses from England must in a considerable degree affect | 
the horse traffic from England to France. 


Not only were the oongod 


CORRESPONDENCE 


ELECTION OF COUNCIL. 
Dear Sir, 

Now that the elections for the vacancies on the Coun- 
cil are approaching, it is to be hoped that the profession 
generally, and the country practitioner in particular, will 
cast away apathy and vote for independent candidates. 
The schools are too largely represented ; this is doubtless 
due to the belief of the younger members that their late 
teachers will do all for the best and ar? far ahead of 
country practitioners in science and knowledge, and so 
much better able to judge of the true interests of the 
profession. This I was taught, and am_ only now dis- 
covering that the last great toe of my idol is of clay. 

In any case practitioners are the men to represent 

ractitioners, but it is probable that only when their 
birthright i is sold by their alma mater that the younger 
members will realise their mistake. 

Now, they will find (to mention one anomaly only) 
that while old veterinary firms can do anything from 
hawking drugs about the country to advertising in most 
shameless ways, that a “ modest statement of address 
in a local paper” may call down a request to “ withdraw” 
from the the College. Let us either have one thing or 
the other, and not this half-hearted way of doing things. 
| Ifthe Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons were 
| governed by independent members of the profession, and 
| not by the Roy: al Veterinary College there would be 

fewer cliques and more good work done. Practitioners 
have grumbled and submitted, now let them act. 
| I have often herd London men talk about the unfair 
competition of the Veterinary College, yet they could 
| dictate tu this establishment through the professors, if 
_ they chose, by means of the all-powerful vote, by choos- 
| ing candidates who will pledge themselves to do certain 
| things, or at least men of independent minds with no 
private axes to grind. 
W. H. Fook. 





| 
| Sir, 
| You remind us in last week’s Record that the elec- 
tion vf Members of Council is at hand, and that voting 
| papers will be in our hands in a few days. Only three 
' candidates have as yet issued addresses to the profession. 
I trust the privilege of electing the Council will not be 
‘lightly thrown away by the profession, and that they 
| will see to it that only those candidates who are prepared 
| to do something for it in the future will be returned. 
| It is very good, as far as it goes, for an association to 
| support a candidate, but I have never been able to see 
why an association should be called on to pay the elec- 
| tion expenses of any candidate, or seek to divide the cost 
| with another association. In my opinion it does not re 
| flect credit on an aspirant to the honourable position of 
| Member of Council. 
An old proverb says “ What is not worth asking is not 
| worth having.” On the same principle, if a candidate 
does not value the support of the profession so as to 
solicit their votes, I think the votes ought to be with 
held.— Yours etc. 


H. Kipp. 








Communications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Me3sr’. 
A. McCarmick, E. White Wallis. W.Newman, G. Upton, 
W. F, Barrett, A. W.Mason, Jno. A. W. Dollar, C. Pack: 
F. G. Ashley, H. Kidd, W.H. Flook, H.J. Dawes. ‘ Anti- 
| advertiser.” The Civil and Military Gazette (Lahore). 





Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 
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